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Uniform Policy

Rationale
Mairehau High School has a compulsory uniform for all enrolled students. It is expected the uniform is practical,

comfortable and will be worn with pride.

Purpose

Mairehau High School has a uniform policy to ensure that the compulsory items of the uniform meet the school
values of culture, diversity and sustainability, and that they are affordable, practical and accessible for all students.
This policy will also make clear the expectations, when incorrect uniform is worn by students and process to follow
when changes are made to the uniform.

The current compulsory uniform is described in the School prospectus.

Guidelines:

Cultural
® The Mairehau Hlgh School uniform has options to provide for a variety of cultures and religions, namely head
coverings, full length skirts and lava lava.
e If further options are needed and/or raised with the school, the uniform items will be reviewed to suit that
need.
e Cultural adornments of significance to students may be worn with uniform where they can be seen.
Diversity
e The Mairehau Hlgh School uniform has a mixture of items and options without placing specific gender use or
restriction on combinations
e Uniform items are considered for those with physical needs to allow freedom of movement and self help

skills.

Sustainability

Natural materials will be the first choice for all uniform items.

The uniform items will be considered for their wearability, washability and ability to be mended and
adjusted.

The school will encourage re-use of uniform items by advertising for donation of uniform to the school in
school newsletters.

The school may engage with local companies who repair and adjust clothing to advertise in newsletters.
Home made items can be worn that match the current school uniform.

Affordability

Mairehau High School will consider the cost of uniform items and ensure there are fewer than 3 compulsory
logo items.

Other school items will be neutral ( no visual branding) and can be purchased from general stores and worn
at other times of a student’s week or post high school years.

The school will stock a range of uniform items that can be donated to families.

The school will accept donations of clothing items and incorporate these into the uniform options.
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Accessibility

e Uniform items that are not branded with the MHS logo can be purchased at a variety of stores.
e Uniform that have the school logo will be available at a store as close to the school zone area as possible.
e The school will aim to have a physical location for school uniforms as well as an on-line option.

Practicality

e Sun safe- the uniform will provide the elements of sun safe wear. Collars, non penetrable material, shoulder
covering
Sun Hats or caps are not compulsory but advised. School logo caps are available

e Safety- shoes are covered toe to protect from toe injury and allow for use of tools, ovens and other school
related machinery

e Items for physical education classes must be provided by whanau and worn by the student whilst
participating in physical education activity

e Comfort- the uniform is generally comfortable to wear and participate in all school activities

Adverse weather days

e When Mairehau High School remains open in adverse weather, the school may cease the need for
compulsory uniform to be worn and students can attend school in the most practicable clothing for the
weather. This decision will sit with the principal.

Loan items

e When students have come to school without uniform items that are required for Health and Safety rules, e.g
in labs/kitchens or workshop machinery or equipment, the school will provide the student with an exchange
item of clothing if possible.

® Mairehau High School will loan blazers to senior students who want to wear one or if they are representing
the school at an event.

Sports uniforms

® The school will provide sets of sport uniforms to students who play to represent the school. The issuing and
return of uniforms will be managed by the staff member in charge of the sport.

End of Year/Specific Event sweatshirts.

® Senior students design a leavers sweatshirt each year. This is not considered part of the compulsory uniform
items but may be worn on some days when advised by the school.

EOTC

e EOTC activities often require different clothing than at school days. A list of this clothing will be given to
students well in advance of the event. The school will help to provide some of the items if possible.

Making changes to the uniform

Major changes to the school uniform will be introduced over a minimum of 5 years
Changes to the uniform will be made through consultation with students, staff and whanau
Changes must comply with Ministry of Education guidelines

Changes to uniform must consider suppliers stock

Supplier relationships and contracts

e Mairehau high School will hold contracts with a uniform supplier/s
e The school will endeavor to keep a good relationship with contracted suppliers.
o The supplier will be able to supply uniform items that meet the clauses of this policy.
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Jewellery, tattoos, hair dye and sunglasses.

® The school will allow students to wear jewellery as long as it does not affect that student’s participation in
school activities like sport or has any link to gangs or discrimination.

e The school accepts tattoos and piercings on students that are done within the legal ages and are not
discriminatory.
Students are able to dye or style their hair.
Students may wear sunglasses on break times.

Non Uniform days
e The school may hold non uniform days to celebrate events or provide fund raising.

Students wearing incorrect uniform items to school

The Principal is responsible for establishing and implementing fair, respectful, and effective operational procedures to
manage students who attend school in non-uniform items.

Parents and whanau must engage with the school to address any uniform issues:

e A note or email from a parent/whanau is required for any legitimate short-term reason a student is unable to
wear a compulsory uniform item.

e Parents/whanau must contact the school to arrange a discussion and agreement for any long-term uniform
issue (e.g., injury, uniform transition).

Disciplinary Consequences

The school will not send students home for incorrect uniform. However, repeated or persistent failure to adhere to
the uniform policy, after resolution procedures have been attempted, will be treated as a breach of school rules and
will lead to formal disciplinary action, up to and including stand-downs.

Support for Compliance

When available, the school may supply secondhand uniform items to students or, in determined cases of need,
provide financial assistance to acquire compulsory items.

Review Date: Oct/Nov 2025
Date Ratified: Dec 2025
Next Review Date: Oct 2028
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