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YAIRETIA T TE MATAURANGS

To the Mairehau High School Community

Tena koutou katoa,

The Minister of Education recently emailed Mairehau High School, informing us of the intention to
change legislation governing kura (schools). In particular, it is signalled that School Boards will no
longer be required to give effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi. As a school we have decided to join the
many other schools who have already reaffirmed their support for Te Tiriti o0 Waitangi.

Mairehau High School will continue to give effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi. It is woven through our
history and will continue to be part of the fabric of our school in years to come.

While legislation may change, our values and moral purpose remain constant. At our kura we strive
‘For all students to value themselves and others’, Te Tiriti o Waitangi is a key pou (pillar) supporting
this commitment to our community. We will continue to create an environment that honours our
obligations under Te Tiriti prioritising culturally responsive practice, knowing this helps every
learner feel affirmed in their cultural identity.

Te Tiriti of Waitangi is foundational to our school values of Challenge, Achievement, Responsibility
and Empathy (Wero, Angitu, Kawenga and Aroha) and the strategies we use to lift student
achievement. As our values give effect to Te Tiriti, they also enhance the wellbeing and mana of all
our students. Te Tiriti guides our relationships with manawhenua, other iwi, pakeha and all the
many other communities who entrust us with the educational success of their young people. For
our school, Te Tiriti holds a promise for our rangatahi and tamariki, and contains the wisdom of our
tUpuna and ancestors, upholding our school motto:

Mairetia i te Matauranga. Be fragrant with wisdom.

Kia mau, kia kaha, kia manawanui
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